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Passions ran high during a meeting Saturday morning to discuss the format of the next municipal
elections.

With several council members saying they wanted to eliminate the ward system for the 2003
elections, the meeting attracted 30 people to the Wiarton Community Center from around the
South Bruce Peninsula.

The meeting was almost evenly split between those who wanted to keep the wards, and
proponents of at-large elections.

Former Amabel Reeve Vince Artuso said that amalgamation hasn't done much to make the South
Bruce Peninsula a real community. He criticized the way the town has developed under
amalgamation.

"I was one of the biggest promoters of amalgamation," Artuso said. "but it's created a divisive
community with four or five hamlets fighting each other."

He said an at-large election would "get rid of the animosity" between the regions. Artuso also
spoke in favour of reducing the council to five members from its current nine.

"The amalgamation process hasn't worked for many reasons," he said after the meeting.

The ward system has helped to perpetuate pre-existing regional rivalries, he said. It's also
prevented councillors from becoming as familiar with the town as they should be.

Forcing politicians to run in at-large elections would make them learn more about the town,
Artuso said, and would allow residents to select an entire slate of councillors, rather than just a
few.

"The representation, as far as I'm concerned, is skewed because you vote for two people, but
there's seven other people making the decision."

Others are strongly in favour of retaining the wards.

"You have to live in an area to know what's going on," one unidentified woman said.

Outlying areas are already receiving little attention, Coun. Yvonne Harron said, and would receive
less under an at-large system.

Councillor Bob Thomas saids an at-large system would eliminate the "parochialism" that is
rampant in the town.

"There seems to be a whole lot of parochial attitudes from every side," he said.

Other participants in the discussion didn't agree. Coun. Brian Fulford was firmly in favour of
retaining the ward system. He pointed to the results of a municipal survey that showed more
than 60 percent of almost 700 respondents wanted the ward system.
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"I think the ward system is fair representation. I'm always in favour of doing what people ask us
to do if we can."

Harron also said the survey results should be enough to tell the council to leave the issue alone.
When the survey results were released almost three weeks ago, she said the results were so clear
the public meeting should have been canceled.

"I think some people finally realize that we're put there by the people, and should listen to what
the people tell us," she said.

The discussion will now return to the council table for a decision. Any changes to the format of the
election or the size of council have to be made by Dec. 1. The matter could be added to the ballot
as a referendum question.


